


Who we are

The Southern Center for Human Rights is working for 
equality, dignity, and justice for people impacted by the 
criminal legal system in the Deep South. SCHR fights for a 
world free from mass incarceration, the death penalty, the 
criminalization of poverty, and racial injustice.



Our History

SCHR was founded in 1976 by ministers and activists 
concerned about criminal justice issues in response to the 
Supreme Court’s reinstatement of the death penalty that 
year and to the horrendous conditions in Southern 
prisons and jails.



IMPACT LITIGATION
In The Deep South



Impact Litigation

Extreme Sentencing/Mass Incarceration

Prison and Jail Conditions

Right to Counsel

Police Abuses

Criminalization of Poverty

Voting Rights



Mass Incarceration





Prison and Jail Conditions

Here are staggering statistics about Lee Arrendale Prison:

• 70% staff vacancy rate

• 15 medical and mental health staff responsible for care of 
1,100+ incarcerated people

• Women wear the same bloodstained clothes they delivered 
in days or weeks after leaving the hospital

• Women fed food labeled “unfit for human consumption”







Indigent Defense & Right to Counsel
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Police Abuses

Protecting 
the 4th 
Amendment 
in Cartersville



Criminalization of Poverty



You have an 
outstanding past due 

fine balance of 
$251.82.  This balance 

has been added to 
your current City of 

LaGrange utility 
account.

In order to avoid 
service disruption, 
your utility account 

must not have an 
arrears . . .



Voting Rights




